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Leap of Faith



Leap of Faith



Secular Salvation

• “I don’t miss my faith. I feel 

more settled and happier in 

myself with out it.”  

• “I’m happy and actually it’s 

fine. In fact, more than ever, I 

feel comfortable with where I 

am in life.” 



Statistics

• The Southern Baptist Convention:
– Are losing 70-88% of their youth after their freshman year in college. 

– 70% of teenagers involved in church youth groups stop attending church within two years of their high school graduation. 

• The Assemblies of God:
– At least half and possibly over two-thirds of Christian young people will step away from the faith while attending a non-

Christian college or university. 

– Between 50% and 67% of Assemblies of God young people who attend a non-Christian public or private university will 
have left the faith four years after entering college.

• LifeWay Research Study:
– 70% of students will lose their faith in college. And of those only 35% eventually return.

• Pew Research: 
– Nearly 23% of Americans identify as “nones” and 78% of those were religious. 

– For every 1 person who becomes a Christian 4 leave. 

– 35% of Millennials (1981-1996) are ‘nones.” 
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What “Causes” Loss of Faith?



What Causes Loss of Faith?

• Problems with the Bible

– Errors

– Contradictions

– Immoral Practices

• Science

– Evolution

– Explains what God used to

• No Good Evidence

– All arguments fail

• Disappointment 

– God

– Christians



What Causes Loss of Faith?

Preparation CookingIngredients



A Recipe For Disaster



Ingredients

• Above ave. Intelligence

• Open to Experience

• Low Tolerance for Authoritarian 
Leadership

• High Tolerance for Ambiguity

• High Value on Self-determination

• Low Value on Benevolence

• University Educated



Cooking Environment



Preparation



Three Problematic Methods of Preparation



#1 Over Prepared: Burden of Truth



#1 Over Prepared

• Characterized by:

– An inability to affirm the essential beliefs of the version of 

Christianity that received from their church / family.

– Feeling that if even one of a large number of their beliefs is false, 

then Christianity is false.



#1 Over Prepared

• How does this happen? 

– A prepackaged set of beliefs, a “take” on Christianity, which is 

mistaken for Christianity itself.

– A large number of essential beliefs that cannot be compromised. 

– An ultimatum that requires an all-or-nothing buy-in to the “take” 
to be a genuine, biblical Christian.



The Underlying Assumptions

• A real Christian doesn’t compromise truth.

• “X” is biblical Christianity.

– X is a large number of beliefs and practices that are particular 

to a specific group of believers.

– An INTERPRETATION that is mistaken for the thing itself. 

• Therefore being a real Christian means holding to X in its 

entirety, or not at all.  



Examples of Non-negotiable Beliefs

• The Bible does not and cannot have any errors.

• A particular view of the early chapters of Genesis.

• Hell is a literal lake of fire where the majority of humanity is 
going to suffer.

• Certain spiritual gifts are required.

• A strict, literal approach to interpreting the Bible. 



Examples of Practices

• Dancing

• Dating

• Tattoos

• Styles of Dress

• Use of Alcohol

• Secular Music

• Working on Sunday

• Finances

• Kissing

• Birth Control

• Education

• Hair Length

• Jewelry





The Result



The Result



#2 Under Prepared: 

Old Story / Modern World 



#2 Under Prepared

• Characterized by: 

– Feeling embarrassed or foolish about the content of their belief. 

– Unable to maintain belief in the Bible in the midst of the 21st

century. 



#2 Under Prepared

• How does this happen? 

– Surface / simplistic Bible teaching

– Sunday school understandings of faith

– The impact and formative power of our secular culture. 



Social Circles

Christian 
Culture

Our Increasingly 
Secular / Post-

Christian Culture



The Secular Culture

“There exists an international subculture composed of people with 
western-type higher education, especially in the humanities and social 
sciences that is indeed secularized. This subculture is the principle 
“carrier” of progressive, enlightened beliefs and values. While its 
members are relatively thin on the ground, they are very influential, as 
they control the institutions that provide the “official” definitions of 
reality, notably the educational system, the media of mass communication, 
and the higher reaches of the legal system.”

Peter Berger



#2 Under Prepare

• Overwhelmed by the difference between the world of the 

Bible and the world we live in.

• We live in a culture that is practical atheism

1. Disenchanted

2. Technological

3. Scientific



Consider: 

“We  could begin by considering some of the creatures they 

wrote about in the Bible such as witches, wizards, sorcerers, 

spirits, ghosts, giants, dragons, sea monsters, satyrs, and 

unicorns. Modern science can’t come up with the slightest 

trace of evidence that any of these creatures exists or has 

ever existed. This stuff was just made up.



Other mythical oddities of the Bible include a talking snake, a 

talking jackass, a talking bush, 900-year-old men, a man 

whose super-human strength resided in his hair, three men 

who walked unharmed through fire, a man who lived three 

days in the belly of a whale, a wandering star which somehow 

led to a particular building, and a corpse which stood up and 
walked away after three days in a tomb.



No half-educated adult living today, who was not indoctrinated 

in this stuff since childhood, could take it seriously or would 

consider even for a moment that this stuff is really history.”

Galen Rose 



The God Problem

In the past, before the advent of scientific medicine, people 

who held superstitious beliefs could perhaps be excused for 

the false ways of thinking, critics argue. But in the 

contemporary world, being superstitious is a sign of stupidity. 

Thoughtful, educated people should know better.

Robert Wuthnow



The God Problem

An educated person should understand that the Scriptures were not really divinely 
inspired, that sacred texts contain errors, and that there are naturalistic 
explanations for religion itself. People living several centuries ago may have read 
the biblical story about the world being created in seven days and have little 
trouble believing that this really happened in space and time. They may have heard 
that God created Adam and Eve about 6,000 years ago and figured it was exactly 
when it happened. A person nowadays with no education might have heard these 
yarns from a family member and had no reason to question them. A child could 
learn the story of Noah’s ark in Sunday school and think how nice it was that all the 
animals were saved from the flood. But educated people should have reasons to 
question all of this



Result



#3 Ill Prepared: Inauthentic 



#3 Ill Prepared: Inauthentic 

• Characterized by:

– Resentment towards perceived hypocrisy. 

– Resentment towards perceived judgmentalism.

– A belief that Christianity is only a system to oppress those who 

are different.



#3 Ill Prepared: Inauthentic 

• How does this happen?

– Studies show that parents have the greatest influence in faith 

transmission. 

– When parents don’t live out their faith.

– Generational shift:

• Duty, Obligation, Responsibility

• Authenticity, Freedom, Desire

– Difficult to affirm truth claims 

– Know that it is right to care for the broken.



Prescription For Hope



#1 Over Prepared

• What can we do?
– What are the essentials?

• Salvation: Gospel

• Orthodoxy: Creedal Christianity

– Acknowledge differing opinions are okay.
• Intellectual Humility

• Allow for flexibility

– Do not make the truth of Christianity rest on anything but Jesus and 
his resurrection. 



Augustine’s Advice

In matters that are obscure and far beyond our vision, even in such as we 
may find treated in Holy Scripture, different interpretations are 
sometimes possible without prejudice to the faith we have received. In 
such a case, we should not rush in headlong and so firmly take our stand 
on one side that, if further progress in the search of truth justly 
undermines this position, we too fall with it. That would be to battle not for 
the teaching of Holy Scripture but for our own, wishing its teaching to 
conform to ours, whereas we ought to wish ours to conform to that of 
Sacred Scripture.

On Genesis, Chapter 18



#2 Under Prepared

• What can we do?
– Help young people be aware of how culture influences us to 

“see” certain claims as worthy of belief.  

– Interdisciplinary Bible Teaching
• Sociology

• Psychology

• Anthropology

• History

– Humble Apologetics



#3 Ill Prepared

• What can we do?

– Live authentically

• Share struggles

• Seek forgiveness

– Live the Gospel “Do Justly” 

• Intentionally doing good

• Loving others well

• Sacrifice for the gospel



A Word of Encouragement 

• A man is like a novel: until the very last page, 
you don’t know how it will end.

Yevgeny Zamyatin

• There is a difference between Peter and Judas.



A Word of Encouragement 



Re-vangelicals

“Some time last week, I realized that I could no 
longer call myself a skeptic. After fifteen years 
away from Christianity, most of which was spent 
as an atheist with an active, busy intent on 
destroying the faith, I returned to a church (with 
a real intention of going for worship) last 
Sunday. Although I know I may struggle with 
doubt for the rest of my life, my life as an atheist 
is over.”                               

Darrin Rasberry





A Word of Encouragement 

• Pray

• Unconditional Love

• Wisdom


